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Rounb THE Liprary Worip ‘a 
AND THE USUAL FEATURES 


Editorial 


Our readers may be amused this month by the micro-film imaginings of our correspondent 
in “* Letters on Our Affairs,” but there is undoubtedly a more marked disposition now than 
formerly to reduce to a mechanism many of the usual routines of libraries. We suppose 
routine is always mechanical, is repetitive and, for the enterprising ambitious library worker, 
a matter of boredom. How far the “ electronic brain ” and other more recent developments 
of science can be adapted to our simple processes remains to be seen, but all experiment is 
good even if it does not survive the initial stage. What is to be most feared in any profession 
is the Standardizing inflexibly of its techniques ; that way lies its old age, perhaps its petrifica- 
tion, It is for this reason that we welcome such things as those we have already discussed at 
times in our pages—the central cataloguing experiment of Harrods, the punched-card 
vouchers and other records sponsored (so far as libraries are concerned) by Mr. T. E. 
Callender, the highly mechanised method of classing propounded by Dr. Ranganathan, the 
placing of D.C. numbers on the title pages of the books they publish by Jonathan Cape and 
Harrap, the visible fines receiving box and many more such things. No one uses them all. 
They free librarians, it is urged, for more specifically library service. We hope that they do. 
We have always before us the undoubted truth that the good man scraps methods that are 
obsolescent and the librarian (if one now exists) who is not a business man—especially if he is 
charged with a large library—is a somewhat pathetic person. 


A correspondent, who has been calculating results from The Library Association Record, 
returns to the question of the intake of men and women respectively into the profession as 
shown by the list of passes in the Entrance Examination of November last. More than 
eighty per cent were of women, We do not wish to recur to this question more than éo ask 
why librarianship is attractive to so few men ? To those in it by conscious choice, few occupa- 
tions are so exasperatingly interesting. Are present librarians, whose influence must have 
brought about the disproportion, really convinced that librarianship is predominatingly a 
feminine occupation > We had received the assertion that they are. Surely, however, 
tradition and experience do not support that conviétion? Is it because of the compulsion 
under which every boy labours to go on National Service at eighteen has caused librarians 
and the authorities they advise to avoid a temporary inconvenience by the unfair policy of 
excluding boys ? We cannot think this to be true of any librarian. Girls have as much right 
to be in libraries as boys ; that we insist upon, but we also insist that they have no more right. 
Our correspondent has not worked out the matter actuarily but, allowing for the marriage 
casualty rate, asserts that if one boy is taken in every three appointments, the balance that 
“sensible people ” desire will be attained. Is he justified in his further declaration that it 
is an imperative duty to his profession that every librarian owes to observe that proportion ? 


Although, in general, library estimates have not fared badly this year, some libraries have 
had to face cuts. Probably the most severe has been a lopping off of £5,000 at Portsmouth. 
Another town, facing a £1,400 cut, has decided virtuously to cut out the purchase of “ crime ” 
Stories and, although this may be a deprivation for the intellectuals of the town—the most 
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avid readers of this sort of book in the intervals of severer reading !—we are not convinced that 
the cut will not prove to be a valuable incentive to more discrimination than has recently been 
necessary. The days of easier money are now gone but we are sure that in the end the modern 
library authority will be reasonable. 
* * * * 
The interesting announcement made recently that Unesco is experimenting with the 
lan to supply “ students and scientists ” and “ educational and scientific institutions ” with 
Route published in hard currency areas is one that may have a bearing upon libraries. If, by 
“ Sudents ”’ is meant the individual student, then an excellent case can be made for the libraries 
that serve many students. The plan is that Book Tokens Limited will issue coupons of values 
from 25 cents to ten dollars and these will be paid for in sterling, Unesco guaranteeing the 
dollars. The first year’s experiment is limited to $150,000 worth of books to be shared by a 
group of countries but, if it is successful, it may be extended to all member States of Unesco. 
We are sure that the Library Association will watch library interests in relation to the scheme. 
* * * * 


Librarians might well draw the public attention to the fact that one of the best memorials 
they can make of friend or relative is a gift of books of value to a library. We know of 
collections, apart of course from the great national memorial colle¢tions—as they are actually—- 
in the British Museum and elsewhere, in ordinary public libraries which preserve names that 
would otherwise have escaped the memory of man. This is recalled to our mind by gifts 
lately made to Bath and to Tottenham of 65 volumes (in each case) of American books in 
memory of the former U.S. Ambassador, Mr. A. W. Mellon. American generosity does not 
end there, as we have had several occasions to record. The latest is from that friend of 
libraries and bookmen, Mr. F. Melcher of the New York Publishers’ Weekly, who has given 
34 books to Bethnal Green—which seems to do well in gifts—as part of a scheme for pro- 
viding damaged libraries with books. May the good work go on! 

* * * * 


We compliment the Greater London Division of the A.A.L. in arranging for a meeting 
at the Birmingham Reference Library on April 27th. Now that facilities for travel are greater 
than they were, the old nomadic customs of the junior association might profitably be revived 
in this way. While we speak of the younger members, we commend to them the Summer 
Schools, also at Birmingham that at St. Andrew’s. No one ever went to such a school and came 
away without new inspiration and enthusiasm for libraries. The outsider, of course, cannot 
share these effects, but the real librarian knows they are a practical reality. 

* * * * 


We have been somewhat whimsically interested to read that a library—we do not know 
if it is the public library—in a large city has lost 400 books in ten years. It really would be 
more interesting still to know if this knowledge is the result of exhaustive stocktaking. Glossop 
which has a stock of 17,000 volumes and an issue of 164,000, has lost 365 in a year, of which the 
Municipal Review remarks, ‘‘ these figures are very low.” They are, in fact, .o2 per cent, or 
slightly more, of the circulation. We have heard a half of this loss quoted as a reasonable 
figure, but one of the busiest open access libraries we know considers a loss of one book per 
4,000 issues reasonable. So do we. 

Mr. O. C. Illenden has taken over the management of the Public Libraries Department 
of ‘‘ Booxs and Careers” at 39, South Audley Street, London, W.1. The showroom at 
this address is probably the most spacious and attractive in West London, with an excellent 
stock covering all branches of literature and an exceptional range of technical and scientific 
books. A useful series of descriptive catalogues covering all sections of engineering books 
is being issued by this enterprising firm. 

* * * cd * * 

We have received from the University of Santo Domingo some interesting commemora- 

tive stamps of the Republic of Ecuador. 
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Library Buildings of the Future 
By S. H. Bartow, F.L.A. (Borough Librarian, Nuneaton) 


In the February issue of THe Lrsrary Wortp Mr. Berwick Sayers speculated on the future 
planning of library buildings. Since in the immediate future we are not likely to witness any 
ambitious building programme, it may be well to make use of otherwise barren years by 
discussing and speculating on the “‘ ideal” library plan. Eventually, and inevitably, the time 
will come when we shall witness the erection of a large number of new central and branch 
libraries, and it will be shameful if “‘ library-planners” in the medium-sized and smaller 
towns follow pre-war plans, many of which are now out-moded. Although during the past 
ten years library building has been at a standstill, the library service has expanded and added to 
its functions. The future library building must be designed to accommodate all the known 
facets of a many-sided service, and to provide for future developments. 

In considering the plan of a central library for a medium-sized town of from 40,000 to 
70,000 population, the following points may be of interest :— 

(1) The central library must be as large as possible, and branch library development 
should not be permitted to interfere with the provision of an adequate central building. In 
many towns there is more civic enthusiasm for providing relatively cheap but uneconomic 
branches than for an expensive central library. Dr. Savage has already put the case for con- 
centration of resources in one or two buildings, rather than dissipation of book, staff and 
financial resources over many small buildings. It is obvious that a library system depends on a 
good central library for its quality of book service. Indeed, in most medium-sized towns there 
appears to be little necessity for the provision of branches until the central library is above 
serious criticism. 

(2) The central library should be designed so that it may be extended by further building 
at the rear or sides, or by the addition of another storey. The life of a public building is about 
50-75 years, maybe more. It is obviously impossible to forecast the growth of a library service 
and its accommodation needs during the next 50-75 years. Ideally, it is highly desirable to 
have a building that is capable of addition or extension. Many of the buildings erected during 
the inter-war years are now inadequate, although a mere 15-20 vears ago they were generously 
planned. 

(3) The building should be of the ‘‘ hollow-shell” type, as advocated by Mr. Lamb. 
Permanent internal structures should be kept to the minimum. Movable partitions should be 
used to divide the various floors into rooms. Libraries are not $tatic, and the ideal lay-out 
of 1950 may well be the bugbear of 1970, unless it is possible to re-arrange departments easily 
and without structural alterations. One can instance the Carnegie buildings, fine libraries of 
their day, which now serve frequently as a strait-jacket for a growing service. 

(4) It is suggested that the division into lending, children’s, and reference libraries, and 
news-rooms is wasteful of valuable space, and results in the spreading of trained staff over 
a number of departments which can rarely be generously manned. Usually the news-rooms are 
over-large for their purpose, the reference library varies from being too small at peak periods to 
being virtually untenanted during other periods of the day, and the lending library becomes 
in course of time over-crowded. The dispersal of staff over several departments means that 
it is rarely possible to guarantee personal service to readers during the whole of the day. A 
concentration of departments is needed, in order to make more effective and more economical 
use of floor space and Staff. One suggestion is that the building should be divided into a 
main library, children’s room, and a study or quiet room. The main library would house 
reference and home reading stock, and periodicals. The children’s room could be a part of 
the main library, or adjacent to it, so that the younger readers may have ready access to what 
we call ‘ adult ” books. 

(5) In British libraries the service counter dominates the lending library, and the unavoid- 
able bustle and turmoil at peak periods is a disturbing and undesirable feature. It is suggested 
that the service counter should be removed from the library proper and placed in a separate 
hall. The duties of the counter staff would be confined to charging and discharging books. 
The counter would serve for both adult and junior members, which should mean some 
economy in Staffing. 
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A desirable feature might be the provision of an enquiry or information desk in the hall, 
on the American pattern ; but this, perhaps, is a future development. 

(6) In the main library the lay-out would be on the alcove-plan. We have seen the last 
of the radial arrangement of book stacks. The current tendency is to leave the centre of the 
lending library clear of book stacks and to have shelving along the walls, with projecting 
cases every 12-15 feet apart. The centuries-old alcove arrangement Still seems to be the best. 
The centre of the floor would be used for displays, periodicals and newspaper racks, tables, 
and chairs. The combination of newsroom and library should result in the better use of 
limited floor space, and should make it easier to supervise some of the undesirables who haunt 
newsrooms. 

Quick reference books would be housed on the shelves immediately next to the entrance 
to the main room. The rest of the reference stock, with suitable indication on the spines 
would be shelved with the home reading Stock. In spite of the controversy raging in another 
professional journal, there is really little need for a separate reference room in the type of town 
that is being considered. The real need is for a quiet room for students, where they can read 
without disturbance. 

\ person who desires information is not concerned whether it is a reference or lending 
library query. Nor is the enquiries assistant. The main thing is that an enquiry should 
be answered expeditiously and adequately, without the need to chase from one room or one 
floor to another; or worse, to send an enquirer from one department to another. The 
reference stock that can be provided in a moderate-sized town is limited in quantity, and 
certainly it does not require the false dignity of a separate room. If it is found that readers 
wish to borrow reference books, that is no new phenomenon. It may be discovered that there 
is really no point in assigning many books to the reference stock. In other cases it may be 
desirable to provide duplicate copies for home reading. And it is highly probable that many 
hitherto unused reference books would be discovered and used by lending library members. 

Since it would not be necessary to staff a reference and children’s libraries, it should be 
possible to provide opposite the entrance to the main library an enquiry desk, staffed by 2-3 
assistants. Their duties would include the introduction of new members to the library, 
and dealing with all enquiries, whether they were for a ‘‘ good ” book, a reference question, 
or a reservation. 

The normal practice to-day is to display only the “ live” stock, the remainder being rele- 
gated to Store. Admirable though this practice is, there is one serious disadvantage in rele- 
gating less-used books to reserve. The disadvantage lies in the fact that readers do not normally 
have direct access to those books. Even though books in reserve are so marked in the 
catalogue, many useful books, which may issue a few times in the year if they were on the 
open shelves, languish in store, unknown and unused. It would be desirable to have a reserve 
stock which could be used by readers generally. It is therefore suggested that a gallery should 
be provided in the main library, where ‘* secondary ” stock could be shelved, and which would 
be open to the public. Genuine reserve stock, such as files of newspapers, society transactions, 
and the like, might well be housed in the basement. But any other book which has an issue- 
potential should be shelved in the public gallery, so doubling the book-capacity of the main 
library, without affecting the ground-floor layout. 

(7) The advantage of dispensing with a service counter in the junior room would be to 
enable the children’s librarian or her assistant to devote her full attention to helping and 
advising young readers. 

(8) It has already been suggested that an information desk might be situated in the hall. 
Perhaps a preferable plan would be to have a small room or annexe at one side of the main 
entrance door, and having a separate entrance from the street. An information bureau will 
probably be more used by the general public (as distinét from the reading public), if it can be 
approached direétly from the Street. The bureau would also be more prominent. There is 
a definitely deterrent effect when an enquirer has to enter a large building to make a casual 
enquiry. 

It is hoped that the proposals contained in this short article will serve as a Starting point 
for fuller and more critical discussion of a very important matter. I cannot pretend to have 
any expert or practical knowledge of library planning. But many librarians having no more 
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qualification for the task will be expected in the future to decided what kind of a library 
building their towns require. It may be useful if the Library Association were to organise a 
competition for ideal draft plans of libraries of various sizes. Such a competition would help 
to disseminate new ideas of lay-out, and might be instrumental in producing a standard plan 
which could be adapted to suit local conditions. 
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Some Problems of Thesis Literature and Some 


Suggested Answers 
By P. D. Recorp, M.A., A.L.A. (Bodleian Library, Oxford) 


' Tue relations of librarians to their tools are subjeét to the usual qualifications about bad 
; workmen. It is usual, when the tracing of thesis literature is under discussion, to deplore 
the existing bibliographical tools, and occasionally the rash suggestion is made, even among 
| librarians, that something should be done. However, before either blaming the tools or 
overturning the principle of academic politics that nothing shall ever be done for the first 
time, it is probably worth while to consider just how inadequate the present tools are for the 
work they are usually required to do, not judging them, that is, by standards of theoretical 
' perfection. It will then be possible to reckon whether any measures proposed fill, fall short of, 
7 or overflow the gaps for which they are intended. 

Enquiries about theses are comparatively rare, even in a large learned library and, what- 
ever practical suggestions are made, that background consideration must be borne in mind. 
They are, however, nearly always worth the librarian’s time, because they come from serious 
Students and usually involve somewhat technical bibliographical devices, which a scholar, 
albeit learned in his subject, cannot be expected to know. 

Apart from special cases, there are four main classes of enquirers: (/) those who want 
to know whether any thesis has been, or is being, written on, or closely relating to, the subject 
on which they themselves are working ; (é/) those who know of the existence of some such 
work but lack some, or all, other information about it ; (///) those who want an abstraét of a 
thesis of whose existence they are already aware ; (é”) those who want to see a part, or the whole 
of a definite thesis. The same person may, of course, begin in the first class and graduate 
rapidly to one of the others as he gains more information. 

With these needs in mind, then, let us examine the available facilities : (/) In France the 
Ministére de Pinstruétion publique (now the Ministére de l'éducation) has issued its Catalogue 
des theses since 1884; it has always been some years in arrears and the last issue seems to be that 
for 1939, which appeared in 1945. The arrangement by facu/tés after 1919 is fairly manageable 
from a subject point of view and there are alphabetical subject-indexes. The partial lists 
covering the years before 1884 can be found in Mudge. Research in progress is not covered 
in France, nor anywhere else on a national scale. (//) German universities, which were the 
most prolific producers of theses before 1939, have been covered by the Jahresverzeichnis der an 
den deutschen Universitdten erschienenen Schriften since 1885, although there has been some 
variation in the scope of the list. Vol. 58 for 1942 appeared in 1943. Vols. 29-37 are arranged 
by faculties and the others by universities. All have subje¢t-indexes. (///) Switzerland has the 
Jabresverzeichnis der schweizerischen Universitatsschriften (later Hochschulschriften) since 1897. It is 
arranged by universities and since 1926 has an alphabetical index by catchwords. (/”) The 
Scandinavian universities, not being numerous, have no national lists, nor is the output of 
theses high. Denmark has two useful instruments : one takes in theses for the doctorate at 
Copenhagen from 1836 to 1926, is arranged by the decimal classification and has English 
translations of the Danish titles; the other is a pamphlet, issued yearly and arranged by + 
authors, called dhademishe Skriften og Dissertationer. \t has appeared since 1897. There is ee 
also a list for Helsinki, which has come out yearly since 1903-4. (v) For the Netherlands there 
is the Catalogus van academische Geschriften only since 1924, but the number of theses is com- 
paratively small. For the 19th century there is an incomplete catalogue by J. W. Wijndelts. 
Belgium has no list. (v/) For the United States from 1933-4 to date there is Doctoral dissertations 
accepted by American universities, a convenient yearly catalogue arranged by subject. The 
English-speaking countries are peculiar in that dissertations are not necessarily printed. About 
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half American theses are and these can be traced back to i912 in the Library of Congress 
List of American doctoral dissertations. American, like British, universities also require theses, of 
varying degrees of originality, for degrees other than doctorates. There is no national list 
of these, nor of unprinted doétoral dissertations before 1933-4. A thesis written before 1912 
can be found only by working through the publications of individual universities, except 
in some subjects, in which special provision has been made.' There is no comprehensive list 
for Canadian universities. (v//) A catalogue of theses and dissertations accepted for degrees by 
South African universities, 1918-41, by A. M. L. Robinson, appeared in 1843. (v///) The list 
for Indian universities goes back only to 1930. 

Of the main “ thesis-producing ¥ countries Britain remains,* and from the point of 
view of the British student, at any rate in most of the faculties of arts, is the most important. 
But there is no national list of any kind. The searcher has either to plough through the lists 
of those universities which issue them, or use the subject lists, if he is fortunate enough to be 
interested in a subject for which such provision is made. Theses in history, for instance, 
can be traced back to 1911 and an account of research in progress in the social sciences begins 
in 1943 but includes doctoral dissertations only from 1948. 

Such, in brief, is the present position. The British librarian cannot decently concern 
himself with the shortcomings of other countries in the utter absence of a list of his own, 
although the gaps in American and Scandinavian cover should be noted. His tnain interest 
must, of course, be with the theses of his own universities. The fundamental need is for a 
yearly printed list of theses accepted for any degree and in all faculties by British universities. 
This list should be begun as soon as possible. It could be compiled, as a part-time task, by 
one man and a competent clerk, if they were given a room, some money (enough for expenses 
and reasonable remuneration) and, most important, the support of an official body with 
suitable machinery for advertisement and distribution, which would guarantee publication 
as speedily as present conditions permit. ASLIB and the Library Association are two such 
bodies. The chief improvements which this list could show on its American counterpart 
would be the inclusion of theses for all degrees and those in progress. On this beginning it 
would be possible to build in time, a larger organisation recording far more than accepted 
theses, but even if nothing more came of it, at least the much needed national list would be 
launched and one professional expert in thesis literature created. 

So far we have been concerned with the man enquiring for what work has been done on 
his subject, the first and probably most common of the four kinds. The second sort of enquiry 
has to be answered by the same tools as the first, but what the enquirer knows already may cut 
down the length of the enquiry to a greater or less extent. If, for instance, he knows the 
university concerned or the approximate date, or the author’s: name, the field is narrowed 
considerably. The third kind of enquirer is probably the rarest, and fortunately so, because 
he is the most difficult to answer. If the university publishes abstracts, as many in America 
and some in Britain do, there is no difficulty. If it does not, an abstract may appear in a journal, 
especially if the thesis is on a scientific subject. For this reason a list is needed of periodicals 
which regularly contain lists and abstraéts of theses. There is none at present. The fourth 
kind of enquiry is important because all the others are likely to finish there. It is also the most 
difficult to satisfy. In the case of old printed theses the ready answer is the microfilm camera. 
In the case of more recent printed ones, copyright is involved and it may be necessary to borrow, 
or go to see, a copy of the thesis itself, if one can be located. To locate a copy in England 
is the obvious thing to do. At the sixteenth conference of ASLIB (1939), Col. Newcombe 
read a paper on the accessibility of British University thesis literature.* He also gave an account 
of the collections of foreign theses in British university libraries, basing his information on the 
answers to a questionnaire. This account can be useful but there are considerable collections 
in a number of libraries other than university libraries. A list of these colleétions, as far as 
they can be ascertained by questionnaire, is in preparation, and will try to show where the 
main deposits of theses from overseas universities can be found in this country. Of course, 
practically the only unpublished thesis material in Britain is that of British universities. The 
facilities for consulting it can also be found in Col. Newcombe’s paper, although there are some 
additions and alterations to be made. 

In this brief survey an attempt has been made to point out not only the gaps but also means 
of filling some of them and to indicate that at least something is being done, although at the 
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moment far too little. Certain problems, research in progress, for example, have been 
ignored but deserve better ; others have no doubt been overlooked, and to these latter the 
attention of the writer will no doubt be unceremoniously drawn. 


1 Nee T. R. Palfrey and H. E. Coleman. Guide to bibliographies of theses. 2nd ed., A.L.A., 1940. 

2 Although, to quote at random, theses are written in Russia, Australia, New Zealand and some South 
\merican countries. 

3 Papers on the accessibility of U.S. and French theses are also in the Report of the proceedings of the 6th 
conference, 1939- 


Letters on Our Affairs 


Dear CALLIMACHUs, 
** LIBRARIAN ” 

is, in my humble judgment, a term of high dignity ; it has always been a grumble of mine that 
some librarians have sought to enhance themselves by having themselves appointed 
* Director,” which means just nothing from a professional qualifications point of view. 
\ man owning a fried fish business can be, and often is, a direétor. | concede, of course, that 
some of my best friends, who have this, to me obnoxious, title, have it because some authorities 
have a rather low valuation of “ librarian.” These profound considerations are the result of 
reading James D. Stewart’s article in last month’s Lisrary Worup. I feel that “ |.D.S.” 
writes too infrequently because we know the high regard in which he is held in the profession 
and many of us know that he is a splendid teacher although, curiously, he has never taught 
formally. And he can write. His article on professional terminology should be read. With 
most of it | am in entire agreement. A certain consensus is wanted on such matters and, as 
the County Librarians have shown recently in their somewhat complex scheme for their own 
terms, much confusion may result from the absence of terms having general acceptance. 
There is always the fear that we incline to the terms we ourselves use ; that is natural enough. 
Stewart suggests that the principal officer is the Librarian and the other members of staff are 
‘something ”-librarians. 1 would join issue with him there, in spite of the declaration at 
the head of this Letter. The time is gone when only one person in a library of any size could 
arrogate to himself the title which belongs to all who are trained. If | am a Chartered Librarian 
I cannot be less than a librarian. My name is the name of my profession and it indicates 
my intellectual and, | hope, my social status. It is not indicative of my official or financial 
position. ‘* Borough,” “ City ” or ‘‘ County ” are proper affixes for you and me. 


New TECHNIQUES 


Did you notice in THe Lisrary Worcp the assertion that, uniquely amongst library 
journals over here, it gave descriptions of the newest apparatus such as the micro-film, micro- 
card and so on. This may be an exaggeration, but | for one am always attracted by the new 
experiments in technique whatever they may be. I am told the micro-card has not yet 
developed to the degree at which we can use it to any extent. Fremont Rider does not give 
me that impression. Have you any recent fa¢ts about its use in libraries and the results ? 
Do you know any library over here that has tried it out ? I was certainly interested in your 
concise account of the micro-film charging system ; but are you not wrong about the actual 
process. May | re-write a line or two of your account of it ? So - The reader brings his 
book to the camera-charging-table on which there is a pile of serially numbered cards each 
bearing the date. The reader’s book, has, of course, the book card in its pocket, and also his 
own ticket. The top card is taken from the stack, book card and reader’s ticket are placed side 
by side on the table, a switch is pressed and the group is photographed. With one sweep the 
three cards are put into the pocket in the book and the reader takes them with it. When he 
returns the book, he is given his own ticket, the book card remains in the pocket, and the 
numbered-dated card is placed in a tray under the date in numerical order. When the date of 
return has passed, the cards are run through and the missing numbers are found. A typist 
then runs through the film and dispatches the overdue notices. It seems a bit complicated and 
its advantages over our card-charging system are not obvious, except that if we keep the 
films, we have a permanent record, occupying little space, of every charge we make. 
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Why nota 
Micro-Fitm Accessions RECORD 
made in something like the same manner ? I present you with the suggestion which no one 
seems to have made yet and is not patented. This is the method. Place as many books on 
their fore-edges as you acquire in a day or week, in their book-jackets if these show on the 
spine the author and title clearly, otherwise the cloth or leather spine will certainly in most cases 
have these particulars on them. Add in ink on the jacket or in chalk or some other easily 
erasible medium on the binding, the accession number and, if you like, the price and even 
the class mark. Then run the camera over them and you have a perfeét serial photographic 
record of the actual books which can be made at such speed that a thousand volumes could be 
recorded in an hour. Think of that micro-film in relation to our huge clumsy and vulnerable 
accession books ; it occupies so little space as to be negligible from that point of view, it is 
possible to make a dozen copies of it for record purposes and for safety, and it can be con- 
sulted in a viewer almost as rapidly as it was made originally. Think, too, of the pleasure of 
seeing what the books really looked like in the pristine beauty in which they were added to the 
library. 
In fact, there seems no end to the possibilities of the micro-film ; for example 
Tue Micro-Fitm Borrowers’ REGISTER 
which | have not thought out fully yet but which I am certain could be devised. A photo- 
graph of the applicant, with his serial number, could be laid side by side with his application 
voucher. This would certainly produce a record irrefutable, easy to make and again occupying 
one-hundredth of the space our vast cabinets of readers’ vouchers now occupy. Think that 
over. 
A mood of elevation was inspired by your account of Mr. Snead Macdonald’s town 
central skyscraper library with its engineer-genius of a librarian who learned everything about 
librarianship, bibliography, literature and all the rest of our paraphernalia—which has taken us 
a quarter-century to learn—in one year at a library school. It lives on with the reasoning which 
makes our bumbles want us to be directors rather than what we really are. But I have another 
notion which comes from the recent, curious but very useful, occupation with Library Vans. 
Of course we want to improve them although they existed nearly, or quite, twenty years ago in 
great efficiency in Kent, Lancashire, Northumberland and much earlier at Glasgow. I am 
waiting to see 
THE GYROPLANE TRAVELLING LIBRARY 
which can speed to any part of the county in a few minutes, alight on the village green, do 
its business in an hour and then soar away to its next call. A bit costly, say you? Well, when 
| first entered libraries, a van such as we accept as a desirable commonplace to-day would 
have seemed beyond our utopian dreams, even if we had then believed that such a van was a 
practical piece of mere machinery. The day is not far distant when a gyroplane, with shelves 
and necessary furnishings, will cost no more to buy and to run than a first-class van does now. 
And it is no more unimaginable that there will be aviator library staffs than in those early days 
van-driving staffs would have seemed. We seem to be only at the beginning of our possi- 
bilities. Have we not made plutonium of late and won’t that, perhaps sooner than the youngest 
amongst us imagines, provide all the power we shall need to achieve supposed miracles ? 
| have not worked out the possible influence of the atom bomb on libraries, except as the most 
rapid method of removing them yet devised, but there is, | am sure, something in it. At the 
moment it suggests deep-shelter libraries. 

With these happy Spring reflections | leave you, my Callimachus, this month. We are now 
focussing on the Eastbourne Conference. Won’t you come this time? There will be the 
sea there, anyway, but from what | have seen of the programme we shall, by careful contriving 
only, find that time for our personal thought-exchange which for so long (when you have 
delighted me with your presence) made memorable for me at least one week in the year. 

Vale ! 
ERATOSTHENES. 


We do not hold ourselves responsible for the opinions of the writers of “* LerreRs ON Our AFFAIRS.” 
—FEditor, THe Lisrary Worvp. 
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‘THE TIMES’ 


recorded page by page 


in 


The value of ‘ The Times ° as a contemporary historical 
document—as a source for reference and research—is widely 
acknowledged. But the rarity of certain numbers and the space 
required to file thousands of original copies, are obstacles 
which made it difficult for libraries to acquire these valuable 
references. Those held on file suffer from wear and tear and age 
deterioration. Kodak has solved these various problems. Every 
issue of ‘The Times’ from 1785 has been photographed on 
* Kodak’ 35 mm microfilm. 
These permanent film records take up only a fraction of the space 
‘equired by the originals; are convenient to handle and quickly 
referred to; easily projected . . . clearly read, on the 
screen of a ‘Kodak’ Library Reader. They are avail- 
able to libraries, universities, etc., either as a 
complete record or in sections—each section com- 
prising a block of years or an individual year. 
Write for full details to :— 


RECORDAK DIVISION OF 


KODAK Ltd. 


Dept. 103, Adelaide House, London Bridge, London, E.C. 4. 
Tel: MANsion House 9936. 
and at I1, Peter Street, Manchester |. Tel: BLAckfriars 8918. 


Here is a reel of microfilm approximately actual size. Each reel holds 750 pages of ‘The Times’ 
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Topicalities 
Edited by A. G. S. Enser, F.L.A 
(Tottenham Public Libraries) 


How personally known should the Staff of a 
public library be in relationship to the public 
whom they serve? Should the Staff be 
identified by their own names, or be known 
variously as, “ The girl with auburn hair, 
or The man in glasses 

In the U.S.A. it is the common practice 
in the business world for the name of the 
employee or public servant to be placed on 
a tablet on his desk, so that all and sundry 
may know the name of the individual with 
whom they are speaking or dealing. 

How many readers in this country know the 
personal name of the assistant, on duty at the 
public service point, with whom they are 
dealing ? Is it a mistake in public relations 
to hide the identities of public servants, 
especially those well-known featurally ? 

In Islington’s Ba//etin of last month reference 
was made to important staff changes, detailing 
the departures and introducing the names of 
new Staff to the readers. There is little doubt 
in my mind that this practice has much to 
commend it to other public library systems, 
because :- 

(a) It intensifies the public service element. 

(+) It identifies clearly in place of vague 

physical characteristic. 

(c) It destroys the barrier of anonymity that 

should never exist in public librarianship. 
But- 


What do you think ? 
THIS MONTH'S CHOICE 


READING'S Junior Book/ist. \ superb 
example of a publication for junior readers, 
highest standards of printing, 
illustration and lay-out. The cover, in black 
and red on white, is illustrated by a block 
loaned by a publisher, showing a galleon in 
full sail. The entries, under selected headings, 
easily distinguish between author and title, 
and are concisely annotated. Congratulations 
indeed ! 


HONOURABLE MENTION 


CARDIFF'S We/sh Books of 1948. A brochure 
in navy blue Gill Sans on white. Of in- 
estimable value for all interested in Wales and 
the Welsh. 

CHESTERFIELD’S New 


reaching the 


Books, March, 


1949. In black Gill Sans on cream cover, 


probably improved if the illustration was 
omitted. The spacing and the lay-out is 
admirably clear. 

COULSDON AND PURLEY’S Marriage. 
\ duplicated list, rather poorly produced, but 
deserving of mention because they have 
dared to shed some false modesty about sex 
teaching and so proclaim that the public 
library is associated with literature on a topic 
immensely important to human life. 

KENT COUNTY LIBRARY’S New Books, 
Winter, 1948-9. A booklet in black and red 
modernistic type on white cover. Con- 
ventional headings are used and useful annota- 
tions given. Also, .4 Rara/ Library Service, an 
excellently produced guide. 

WOLVERHAMPTON’S Book List, Spring, 
1949. In crimson and green on mottled grey 
Conventional subject headings. Fiction 


Why ? 


cover. 
additions entirely ignored. 


Library Reports 
By Hersert C. SAWTELLE 
(Bermondsey Public Libraries) 
BiyrH.—Borough Librarian, W. Swales. 
Population (eSt.), 33,920. Rate, 5.74. 


Income from Rate, £3,762. Total Stock, 
26,968. Additions, 5,217. Withdrawals, 
11,222. Total Issues, 200,829. Tickets in 


force, 12,123. Delivery Stations, 2. 

I'he Lending Library has been rearranged, and the 
Junior Library reopened. Book circulation showed an 
increase Of 5,313. 

BuRTON-UPON-TRENT.—Borough Librarian and 
Curator, K. F. Stanesby, F.L.A. Population 
(est.), 49,070. Rate, 4.66d. Income from 


Rate, £6,300. Total Stock, 30,739. 
Additions, 3,878. Withdrawals, 2,097. 
Total Issues, 234,956. Tickets in force, 
16,329. 


\ Reader’s Adviser in the Lending Library has 
been appointed. There were more users of the Reference 
Library during the year, but less borrowers from the 
Lending Department, hence a decrease in circulation. 
CHELTENHAM.—Librarian and Curator, D. W. 

Herdman, F.L.A. Population (est.), 62,160. 
Rate, 4d. Income from Rate, £7,500. Total 


Stock, 91,039. Additions, 6,740. With- 
drawals, 3,698. Total Issues, 597,654. 
Tickets in force, 28,748. 1 Branch. 


2 Delivery Stations. 

This Report covers the last two years, but the 
figures above are for last year only. Although the 
Junior, Schools and Branch Libraries all reported 
increased issues, the total circulation fell below that ot 
the previous year. The Branch Library has been 
transferred to a new building. Visitors to the Art 
Gallery and Museum numbered 45,106. 
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Librarian, R. Lillie, 
Rate, 54d. 
Total Stock, 


GATESHEAD.— Borough 


P.L.A. Population, 124,545. 
Income from Rate, £15,544. 


116,057. Additions, 10,168. Withdrawals, 
9,339. Total Issues, 802,503. Borrowers, 
28,428. Branches, 2. Delivery Stations, 5. 


Issues fell below last year’s total but are 285,000 
more than in the last pre-war year. The “* Gateshead 
Library Record "’ was published during the vear. 
GiovucesterR.—City Librarian, P. W. Bennett, 

\.L.A. Population (est.), 63,800. Rate, 
5.536d. Income from Rate, £9,898. Total 
Stock, 82,459. Additions, 6,901. With- 
drawals, 1,371. Total Issues, 441,677. 
Tickets in force, 24,479. 

The last printed Report was published in 1938; 
and the above contains a summary of the work since 
then. Figures above are for last year. Total circulation 
is an all-time record, and represents an increase of 
65,971 over the previous year. 


Librarian, Fred Taylor, 
F.L.A. Population (est.), 55,520. Rate, 
7.07d. Income from Rate, £9,031. Total 
Stock, 76,606. Additions, 3,926. With- 


drawals, 694. Total Issues, 489,997. Tickets 
in force, 17,869. Branches, 6. 


The issue of non-fictional works showed an increase . 


of nearly 10,000 over last year’s record figures, but 
agerevate circulation was below that of the previous 
veat 


KErreERING.—Borough Librarian and Curator, 
\. C. Panter, B.A., F.L.A. Population 
(eSt.), 36,500. Rate, 6.695d. Income from 
Rate, £6,484. Total Stock, 40,174. Ad- 
ditions, 5,093. Withdrawals, 5,629. Total 
Issues, 392,602. Tickets in force, 32,366. 
1 Branch. 

\ new Young People’s Library was opened during 
the year. Other departments of the Library have been 
re-arranged to allow for this new service. Total circu- 
lation fell below last year’s figures. 


Rocupate. — Chief Librarian and Curator, 
C. Stott. Population (est.), 87,500. Rate, 


6.12d. Income from Rate, £13,942. Total 
Stock, 92,845. Additions, 8,992. With- 
drawals, 7,909. Total Issues, 601,330. 


Tickets in force, 25,349. Branches, 6. 
Special attention was paid to the work of the 
Junior Library and various means were adopted 
towards popularising this service, with the result that 
an increased issue was recorded. In spite of this the 
total circulation was less than last year. 


STOCK TON-ON-TEES.—Borough Librarian, G. F. 
Leighton. Population (eSt.), 72,390. Rate, 
3.87d. Income from Rate, £5,802. Total 

Additions, 5,718. With- 


Sti ck, 36,624. 


FRENCH BOOKS 
ANGLO-FRENCH LITERARY SERVICES 
72 CHARLOTTE STREET, LONDON, W.! 
THE LONDON CENTRE FOR ALL FRENCH BOOKS 


Issues, 471,466. 


drawals, 3,103. Total 
Tickets in force, 19,847. 
There was a large decrease in the issue of fiétion, 
but a good increase in the use of non-fiétional works 
and much wider use of the Junior Library brought the 
total circulation well over last year’s aggregate. Total 
number of Borrowers using Library is the highest on 
record. 


W ALLSEND.—L /brarian, Miss Doris Thompson, 


F.L.A. Population (est.), 47,090. Rate, 
4.81d. Income from Rate, £4,923. Total 
Stock, 34,431. Additions, 4,392. With- 
drawals, 2,124. Total Issues, 328,937. 
Tickets in force, 16,173. 1 Branch. 


The year’s circulation is the highest ever recorded 
and an increase of over 8,000 on the previous year. 
Both libraries are suffering from congestion and are 
badly in need of extension. A Music Circle was formed 
during the year and gramophone recitals given. 


Librarian, J}. T. Gillett, 
F.L.A. Population (eSt.), 183,000. Rate, 
4.545d. Income from Rate, £31,807. Total 
Stock, 154,845. Additions, 27,384. With- 
drawals, 24,759. Total issues, 1,436,041. 
Tickets in force, 99,300. Branches, 5. 

Outstanding feature of a busy year was the 
official opening of the Central Reference Library in 
September last. A daily average of over 60 readers and 
enquirers made use of this new service in the first six 
months of its existence. Total circulation once again 
broke all records with an increase of 22,345 over the 
previous year. The administrative re-organization of 
the service was completed by the eStablishment of a 
Central Book Ordering and Cataloguing Department. 
The Staff of this new arm of the service are Starting on 
the colossal task of recataloguing the whole system. 
The much-needed extension of the Central building, 
and the replacement by new buildings of some of the 
Branch Libraries is still in the air. In the meantime the 
service is greatly hampered by the existing congestion 
at all points. . 

York.—City Librarian, Raymond Doherty. 
Population (est.), 104,900. Rate, 6.46d. 
Income from Rate, £16,355. Total Stock, 
86,415. Additions, 9,146. Withdrawals, 
10,888. Total Issues, 754,399. Tickets in 
force, 40,210. Part-time Centres, 3. 

This is the first Report to be issued since 1938 and 
covers the period from then to date. The peak year 
of issues was 1943-4 since when circulation has fallen, 
but last year rose to a total 24,367 above the previous 
year’s figures, 
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FICTION REPRINTS AND JUVENILE BOOKS 


THE LIBRARY WORLD 


IN LIBRARY BINDINGS 
X on Publication Date X 


AN IMPORTANT DEVELOPMENT OF 


Popular Fiction Reprints, and-New and Re- 
print Juvenile Books are now available in 
real Library Bindings at the very low in- 
crease in price over the published price of 1/6 
per volume, less 10 per cent off our inclusive 
price. 


GREAT VALUE TO LIBRARIANS 


% As an example, for a book 
published at 6-, our inclusive 
price is only 7/6, less 10 per cent— 
a net cost of 69. And no further 
expense or trouble of rebinding ! 


The binding of the books includes guarding where necessary, 3-tape sewing, cloth joints 
sewn on, coloured top edge, strong cloth cover, and for lettering we shall use the 
Publisher’s blocks whenever possible, thus producing a real ** Facsimile” Binding. In 
addition, the books will be wrapped in Publishers’ jackets. 


The binding of these books, while preserving 
the infinite variety of the normal publisher's 
bindings, embodies full Library Binding 
construction, designed to last as long as the 
book itself. 


Our production is unique in quality and 
scope, and far exceeds in strength of con- 
struction any other type of so-called “Library 
Edition”’ now being offered. 


* For a low initial cost these 
books will relieve you of the ex- 
pense and trouble of subsequent 
rebinding. 


%* It is only by large purchases 
allied to our long experience as 
actual Library Binders and 
pioneers of the well-known 


“Facsimile’’ Binding that we are able to undertake this scheme, which 
we now launch with every confidence in its success. 


\ 
New Service 
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Our list of titles (see specimens below) shows the extent to which we have the active support of 
leading English Publishers, and we are confident of increasing still further the representation 
of Publishers and the number of titles available each month, as the scheme develops. 

Your comments and criticisms and suggestions for types of books and titles which you would 
like to see in forthcoming lists are welcomed. 

Orders for books on our first list (free on request), and subsequent monthly lists, will receive 
our careful attention. 

In order to assist you to take the fullest advantage of this scheme, we are also making arrange- 
ments to enable Librarians to order through their local Bookseller, if they wish. 


% Trade enquiries are also welcomed. 


SELECTED TITLES 


Our Inclusive 
COLLINS . Price 
Fic. Ngaio Marsh THE FINAL CURTAIN 6/- 
Fic. Renee Shann CHRISTOPHER’S WIFE 6/- 
Fic. Norman Fox SILENT IN THE SADDLE _..... = ‘ 6/- 
EVANS BROTHERS 
Juv. Elizabeth Tarrant.’ | SUMMER TERM AT HIGHLANDS Le 
Juv. Gladys Mitchell. SEVEN STONES MYSTERY 76 
HAMISH HAMILTON 
Fic. = Zane Grey. RIDERS OF THE PURPLE SAGE ve ws 76 
Fic. Angela Thirkell. HIGH RISING 76 
HODDER & STOUGHTON 
Juv. Enid Blyton. GREEN HEDGES, No. _ oh 7/6 * 
Juv. Capt. W. E. Johns. BIGGLES TAKES A HOLID. | aoe ve 7/6 * 
Fic. John Buchan. JOHN MACNAB 66 
MICHAEL JOSEPH 
Fic. Richard Llewellyn. HOW GREEN WAS MY VALLEY one 7/6 
Fic. H. E. Bates. FAIR STOOD THE WIND FOR FR: ANCE ae 6/- 
Fic. C. S. Forester. THE HAPPY RETURN MS pee 6- 
LATIMER HOUSE 
Juv. Louisa M. Alcott. | EIGHT COUSINS... 76 
Juv. = Eiileen Marsh. THE MYSTERY OF BONNE NU IT B AY 76 * 
OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS _ 
Juv. Steven Russell. BULLDOZER BROWN IN FRANCE __... as 7/6 * 
Juv. Hugh Gardner. BACK TO THE MARBLE MOUNTAIN ia 7/6 * 
UNIVERSITY OF LONDON PRESS ‘ 
Juv. Foster Kingsley. DANGER FOR TWO 76 


Books marked thus “* * ”’ are entirely new 


— 
GB 
H ACTON ROAD, HARLESDEN LONDON, N.W.10 
Showroom 160 GREAT RUSSELL STREI 
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Round the Library World 


Nores AND News oF NATIONAL, UNIVERSITY 
AND SPECIAL LIBRARIES AND LIBRARY AFFAIRS. 


Mr. H. R. Creswick, M.A., is to be the next 
Librarian of Cambridge University, in succes- 
sion to Mr. A. F. Scholfield, who will retire 
at the end of this session. Mr. Creswick, 
after holding office as Bodley’s Librarian for a 
short period, became Secretary of Cambridge 
University Library, which post he holds at 
present. 

The bibliographical resources of Cambridge 
University Library have been greatly enriched 
by the munificence of the American Library 
Association. As a token of their goodwill 
and of their desire to help forward the cause 
of library science, the A.L.A., with the aid of 
the Trustees of the Rockefeller Foundation, 
has presented a copy of the catalogue of 
printed books in the Library of Congress. 


With the aid of a special grant from the 
Treasury, St. Andrews University Library is 
adding to its photographic equipment, direct- 
contact photographic apparatus. The micro- 
film camera which has long been in use in the 
library has been found to be very uneconomic 
for short runs, as also has an ordinary plate 
camera. 

The t1oth anniversary of Belgrade Uni- 
versity was celebrated in December, 1948. 
In commemorative publications it is stated 
that during a period of thirty years only forty- 
seven text-books were published in the old 
Yugoslavia, while during the last three years 
Belgrade University has published 239 text- 
books and 137 lithographed scripts. During 
1949 the University plans to publish 229 new 
text-books. 


Columbia University, New York, will hold 
a summer session from July sth to August 12th, 
with a programme in academic and pro- 
fessional subjects including Library Service. 


Dr. Milton J. Ferguson, retiring Chief 
Librarian of Brooklyn Public Library and a 
Past-President of the American Library Associa- 
tion, has accepted the editorship of the 15th 
Standard Edition of the Dewey Decimal 
Classification and Relative Index, which the 
Lake Placid Club Foundation intends to publish 


in 1950 through its subsidiary, the Forest 


Press of Lake Placid. 


LIBRARY WORLD 


have 
offered to deposit in Sheftield City Library on 
long loan most of the records and papers at 


Lord Fitzwilliam and his Trustees 


Wentworth Woodhouse. The papers include 
a number of letters from Charles I, many 
volumes of the correspondence of Lord 
Strafford, a grant of plantation in Ireland in 
1622 and many other historical documents of 
great importance. 

Many mistakes have been made in the 
planning of University Libraries, even in 
recent years. That the University Grants 
Committee is alive to this unfortunate fact, 
and is anxious that bad planning shall be 
avoided in future, is evidenced in their report, 
University Development from 1935 to 
1947,” which was published last year. One 
important quotation from that report reads : 
“ The life of a library is essentially one of 
growth and development and we hope that, 
where new libraries or the extensions of 
libraries are being planned, those responsible 
will take a sufficiently broad and imaginative 
view of the requirements of the future and will 
take advice from those who are themselves 
experienced in the running of a large library.” 

The Bavarian State Library at Munich has 
recently begun to publish a new library journal 
entitled ‘‘ Nachrichten fiir wissenschaftliche 
Bibliotheken.” The Socijety of German 
Librarians is associated with this new venture 
and for those who wish to have information 
about the present condition of important 
German libraries it is probably the best source. 

The literature and film about the mutineers 
of the ‘‘ Bounty ” are not yet forgotten. The 
Education Officer of the British Colonial 
Service at Pitcairn Island is colleéting relics of 
those days. He has recently secured the 
return to the island of the mutineers’ Bible 
which for over half a century has lain in a 
vault of the Connecticut Historical Society. 


The Lenin Library is claimed to be the 
largest library in the world today. An inter- 
esting illustrated account of this Library and 
of the Rumyantsevy Museum Library has just 
been published in English in the periodical 
‘* Soviet Woman,” No. 1, 1949. The total 
Stock of the Lenin Library is given as twelve 
millions ; there is seating accommodation for 
1,400 persons and more than 4,000 use the 
library daily, 
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DIRECTORY OF 
NATURAL HISTORY 
SOCIETIES 


H. K. AIRY SHAW, 


With a Foreword by 
Julian S. Huxley, D.Sc., F.R.S., & R. S. R. Fitter 


General Editor : 
Beowulf A. Cooper, 8.Sc., A.R.C.S., F.R.E.S. 


A unique publication, invaluable to all Naturalists, 
giving details of the Foundation, Membership, 
Activities, Amenities—such as Collections, Libraries 
and Apparatus —and Publications of over 600 Societies 
whose interests are wholly or mainly Biological. 
The Directory covers all parts of the British Isles, and 
the references are arranged alphabetically under 
geographical headings. 


Price 7/6 
from 


The Amateur Entomologists’ Society 


| West Ham Lane, London, E.15 


155 pp. Post Free 


RAPIDLY INCREASING IN POPULARITY 


KATHLEEN FIDLER 


Kathleen Fidler, who headed a popularity poll in 1946, 
conducted by the B.B.C., has to date completed 100 
broadcasts. As a result of them, and the success of her 
plays, the Brydon Family have become a household word 
all over Great Britain. Children, thrilled by the broad- 
casts, warmly welcome them in more permanent form. 
Mr. Simister, also a broadcast figure, is almost as popular. 


THE 
BRYDONS DO BATTLE 


This, the latest adventure, is a story with a circus back- 
ground and introduces a winsome, musical clown. 
Cr. 8vo. Cloth bound. Each 6s. Od. net 
Other ‘Brydon’ Books : 
MORE ADVENTURES OF THE BRYDONS 
THE BRYDONS GO CAMPING 


The thrilling Mr. Simister Books : 
THE MYSTERIOUS MR. SIMISTER 
MR. SIMISTER APPEARS AGAIN 


LUTTERWORTH PRESS 


4 Bouverie Street, London, E.C.4, England 


Phaidon 


The following Reprints of Phaidon 
Publications are now available = 

LEONARDO DA VINCI i 


MICHEL ANGELO 
CEZANNE 
RAPHAEL 
x 


PAINTINGS 


PRICE OF EACH VOLUME - 2535. 


A 32-page illustrated Catalogue will 
be sent free of charge on request 


PHAIDOWN 
1 Cromwell Place 
LONDON, S.W.7 


THE 


PRESS 


La 


THE WORLD’S GREATEST 
BOOKSHOP 


4 FOR BOOKS + 
FAMED FORITS EXCELLENT 
PUBLIC LIBRARIES 

DEPARTMENT 


Manager: J. McKenzie 


119-125 


CHARING CROSS RD., W.C.2 
Gerrard 5660 (16 lines) 
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The * Catalogue of Music in the Huntington 
Library printed before 1801” has been long 
in the making but is due to appear in 1949. 
This work, by Miss E. N. Backus, will be of 
considerable bibliographical importance. 


The new Lamont Library at Harvard 
University is almost ready for use. It will be 
devoted primarily to undergraduate needs and 
will thus make possible a number of important 
re-arrangements in the Widener Building. 
The chief possibility at present envisaged is to 
improve the Widener as a research centre. 
The winter 1949 [sic] issue of the Harvard 
Library Bulletin contains a full account of the 
Lamont Library, together with seven plans. 
Very little accommodation for the adminis- 
trative staff of the library seems to have been 
provided, The Bulletin also prints plans of the 
Widener Building. 


The new Norwegian Library A@, which 
comes into force on July 1, 1949, will make 
it compulsory for every town and village in 
Norway to establish a free library capable of 
serving its population and of ensuring that 
every Norwegian in the country is provided 
with free borrowing and reference material. 


The University of Mississippi is preparing 
plans for a new library building capable of 
seating 1,250 readers and of housing 400,000 
volumes. 


The general tendency in Britain is to 
emphasize the importance of committees and 
governing bodies rather than librarians. Thus 
it is very difficult to imagine a University in 
this country naming its library after its librarian. 
The University of Kentucky, however, has 
designated its new library the ‘‘ Margaret 
King Library,” in honour of its reigning 
librarian, Miss Margaret King. 


The establishment of a Library bindery at 
Queen’s University, Belfast, rather more than 
a year ago, has proved to be an outstanding 
success. In addition to full bindings, a large 
number of repairs, both major and minor, has 
been handled expeditiously and expertly. The 
number of volumes fully bound in the Library 
bindery during the year was 1,703. The actual 
annual cost of the bindery does not appear in 
the Library Report, but as the total cost on 
binding is shown as {879 3s. 2d., including 
about 800 volumes bound by outside binders, 
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it would appear that there has been a great 
saving on binding costs. 

It was in 1848, just over a century ago, that 
John Jacob Astor left 400,000 dollars for the 
building of a Library in New York “ for 
general use, free of expense.” Six years later 
the Library opened to the public with a stock 
of 90,000 volumes. Today the New York 
Public Library contains 3,500,000 volumes on 
80 miles of shelves, has 6; branches, and a 
card catalogue of 20,000,000 entries, and is 
one of the greatst reference libraries in the 
world. 


Mr. P. D. Record, of the Bodleian Library, 
Oxford, is colleéting information about the 
location and availability of thesis literature in 
British libraries. He will welcome a note 
about any collection of theses which is not 
likely to come to his notice. It will be recalled 
that bibliographical information on published 
lists of theses was published by Mr. G. H. 
Bushnell some years ago, and that at Mr. 
Bushnell’s suggestion Colonel Newcombe 
thereafter investigated the availability of theses 
and published in 1939 his valuable work on 
“The Accessibility of British University 
Thesis Literature.” Much still remained to be 
done in this field, however, and Mr. Record’s 
researches are likely to result in an exhaustive 
work of value to scholars. 


Mr. John T. Winterich has been appointed 
to give the first of the newly created Phineas L. 
Windsor Leétures in Librarianship at the 
University of Illinois Library School. Mr. 
Winterich is the author of many books of 
bibliographical interest. His lectures will be 
delivered during the latter part of April and 
will be published in book form later in the 
year. The Leétureship is named in honour of 
Phineas L. Windsor, Direétor-Emeritus of the 
Library School, who retired in 1940 after 31 
years’ service to library education. 


Professor Ernest J. Reece, who retired last 
year from his Chair as Melvil Dewey Professor 
of Library Service at Columbia University, has 
accepted an appointment in the University of 
Illinois Library School as Visiting Professor 
of Library Science for the Spring 1949 semester. 


The Canadian Government has appointed 
an Advisory Committee on the new National 
Library of Canada, to the inauguration of 
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SUBJECT INDEX of BOOKS 


Published up to and including 1880 
New Series 


R. A. PEDDIE 


“ Mr. Peddie, by his unstinted and singlehanded labour and his patient research, has earned 
the gratitude of bibliographers and librarians the world over.” —Library Association Council. 


LIMITED EDITION, ROYAL 8vo, CLOTH, MOROCCO BACK £12-12-0 NET 


GRAFTON & CO. 


LIBRARIES AND 
THE MATERIALS 
OF 
LOCAL HISTORY 


By 
JOHN L. HOBBS 
(Chief Librarian, Shrewsbury) 


Demy 8vo pp.224 7 pilates 
12s. 6d. net. 


GRAFTON & CO. 
COPTIC HOUSE 
51 GREAT RUSSELL St., W.C.1 


Cataloguing 


A Textbook for use in Libraries 


IVth EDITION 


By 


HENRY A. SHARP 
(Chief Librarian, Croydon) 


Demy 8vo pp.xiv.388 12 plates 
25s. net. 


GRAFTON & CO. 


COPTIC HOUSE 
51 GREAT RUSSELL St., W.C.1 
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which reference has already been made in 
these columns. There is a representative on the 
Committee from each province. Dr. William 
Kaye Lamb, the newly appointed National 
Librarian, arrived in Ottawa in January to 
take up his new office. 


The question of the establishment of regional 

depository libraries is much to the fore in the 
U.S.A. 
Chicago University, announced that the 
Carnegie Corporation has authorised funds tor 
establishing in Chicago an “ inter-library 
library ” to serve as a regional depository for 
ten mid-western universities. Support for this 
new development is by no means unanimous 
in America. 


\ century-old diary of a Brooklyn man con- 
taining a vivid account of a 45,000-mile whaling 
voyage has been acquired by the Brooklyn 
Public Library. The volume will be added to 
the collection of Brooklyniana, it was an- 
by Francis R. St. John, Chief 


nounced 
Librarian. 

Highlight of the hand-written diary, which 
shows the effects of exposure to tropical 
Storms and heat, is a visit to one of the 
Marquesas Islands in the South Pacific in- 
habited by cannibals. The writer, John P. 
Pinkham, about whom nothing else is known, 
embarked in 1844 on the whaling ship Henry 
at Nantucket for “ forigen climes in sirch of 
other friends and other joyes.” The vessel 
rounded Cape Horn and headed for ‘*‘ Owhyhe, 
one of the Sandwich Islands,” and thereafter 
put in at Dominic in the Marquesas. 

The traveller notes that the natives “ dispise 
labour ‘because they have everything grow- 
ing spontainiously within their reach which 
consists of the cocoonut, beadfrit, bananners 
and tarrows.” 

The crew of the ship enjoyed no such varied 
menu, however, a typical week’s fare being : 
Monday—beef, pork and peas; Tuesday 
beef, pork and bread; Wednesday—beef, 
pork and duff; Thursday—-beef, pork and 
bread again. The diary ends with John 
Pinkham Still sailing the Pacific after four 
years, though now in a different ship, and 
longing for the “ hills and dells ” of Brooklyn 
and the friends he has left behind. 


\ record of recent developments in American 
policy and opinion regarding post-war Europe 
has been announced in a new publication of 


In January Dr. Colwell, President of 
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the Library of Congress entitled The United 
States and Post-war Europe: A Bibliographical 
Examination of Vhought Expressed in American 
Publications during 1948. This publication, issued 
by the Library’s European Affairs Division, 
presents an annotated listing of some 200 
books and pamphlets and about 150 of the 
more serious periodical articles published in 
the United States during 1948. Among the 
themes considered are the current. situation 
in post-war Europe, U.S. foreign policy on 
Europe, organizational planning of inter- 
national bodies and regional groups, and 
mutual understanding between nations. Copies 
of The United States and Post-war Europe may 
be purchased from the Card Division, the 
Library of Congress, Washington, 25, D.C., 
for 80 cents per copy. 


Libraries in South Africa have made great 
Strides since the South African Library Asso- 
ciation was founded in 1930. The scope and 
resources of most libraries then existing have 
been widened, organization and services im- 
proved, many new libraries established, and 
large numbers of trained librarians have en- 
tered the profession. The South African 
public is generally unaware of the library 
revolution that has been taking place and the 
extent to which more diversified forms of 
library service have been introduced to reach 
a larger proportion of the population. 

For the first time South African librarians 
have co-operated to produce a contribution 
from the South, African angle to the growing 
body of professional publications on librarian- 
ship. The book should be in the possession of 
every South African librarian and on the 
shelves of every library in South Africa, but 
many of the articles, such as those on the 
professional status and philosophy of librarian- 
ship, on book selection theory, and on library 
co-operation, will be of universal interest to 
librarians in any country. 


The Library of Congress marked the open- 
ing of the Swiss Books Exhibition in March 
by exhibiting the first edition of the collected 
works of Theophrastus Bombast von 
Hohenheim (1493-1541), Swiss physician and 
philosopher, who is best known by his 
pseudonym, Philippus Aureolus Paracelsus. 
A woodcut portrait of the author appears in 
each of the three volumes in which his collected 
works were first published at Basel in 1589, 
by Conrad Waldkirch. Paracelsus was prob- 
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ably the most famous physician of his time, 
as well as an influential philosopher and 
mystic. He is generally believed to have been 
born near Einsiedeln in Switzerland. All of 
his writings, originally composed in Swiss- 
German, show a great power of expression and 
even a poetic eloquence. He broke away from 
the generally recognized medieval authority 
in medicine, Galen, and renounced academic 
dogma to turn to a direct Study of nature. One 
of his principal philosophical ideas was that a 
close analogy existed between the large world 
of the universe, the stars and planets, on the 
one hand, and the earth and small world of 
man on the other. 


Book Selection Guide 


A Descriptive List of Books 
of Interest to Librarians 


PROFESSIONAL 


Cartron (Grace) Spade-work: the Story of 
Thomas Greenwood. Portrait. Hutchinson. 


ios. 6d. net. 

Thomas Greenwood, well-known by name to all 
interested in public libraries as the author of the first 
veneral handbook on the public library, was one of 
those retiring people who rarely appear in public and 
do their work behind the scenes. He was one of the 
most effective propagandists for the public library 
idea and, although his book ‘“* Public Libraries ’ 
became well known, the personality of the author was 
almost a seeret. He colleéted and deposited in the 
Manchester Public Library a Library for Librarians 
which includes all the volumes he could obtain on the 
subject of Libraries and Librarianship and one of these 
days, when the catalogue of the collection is published, 
it will be found to be of considerable value to the 
Student of the subjeét. 


Gray (Duncan) Fundamentals of Librarian- 
ship. Allen and Unwin. 8s. 6d. net. 

This introduction will prove of some use to 
candidates preparing for the entrance examination of 
the Library Association. It emphasizes that although 
the main features in the praétice of librarianship are 
not subject to any great change, many of the details of 
library administration are under a constant process of 
devel ypment such as methods of cataloguing, classifica- 
tion, shelf arrangement and service to readers. There 
are nineteen short chapters and though they touch a 
wide range of library subjeéts within meagre compass 
the novice should gain a good basic idea of the essentials 
in library science. 

Joecken (Carleton B.) Ed. Reaching Readets: 
Techniques of Extending Library Services. 
Papers presented at the Library Institute 
under the Auspices of the University of 
California, School of Librarianship. Maps. 
Berkeley, University of California Press. 
15s. od. net. 


Reaching Readers is the collective title of a series of 


ten papers describing the service aétivities of large-unit 
libraries. Although the libraries seleéted for Study are 
county libraries, it is suggested that the extension work 
outlined can funétion well in regional libraries and 
many municipal libraries. The introductory papers deal 
with Service Outlets in Hospital and Medical Care, 
also with that conneétion of the Library in its Financial 
aspeét as regards Banking. Other seétions are devoted 
to a Study of School Units in California, The Com- 
munity Branch in Rural and in Metropolitan Areas, 
the Regional Branch, The Branch Library in Public 
Schools and the Bookmobile, etc. 


RANGANATHAN (S. R.) Preface to Library 
Science. With a Foreword by Sir Maurice 
Gwyer, Delhi. University of Delhi: De- 
partment of Library Science. 

This is the 24th book by Dr. Ranganathan and he 
has two more in the press ; a Striking testimony to his 
literary aétivity as well as to the contribution he has 
made to librarianship. The present work, by western 
Standards of book produétion, is a somewhat crude 
piece of bookmaking, but no wise librarian will ignore 
it for that reason. It is based on Ranganathan’s in- 
augural lectures in the Department of Library Science 
in the University of Delhi in 1947, but it is much more 
than a simple course in library science. Here is a 
philosophical theory of the necessary library system 
from a national library down to a small school library 
for a great country, conceived, developed, and described 
by an outstandingly clear thinker. Some idea of the scale 
of Dr. Ranganathan’s scheme may be gauged from the 
faét that he contemplates no fewer than a million library 
workers. The development of his own conception of 
librarianship from the first day of his librarianship to 
the present time runs as a vivifying Stream through the 
fields traversed in this introduction of others to the 
goodly heritage of the librarian. 


GENERAL 
Avserr (Arthur Lemuel) Radio fundamentals. 
Illus. McGraw-Hill. 27s. od. net. 


The author is Professor of Communication 
Engineering, Oregon State College, and much of the 
material used in this book was developed as leéture 
notes and problems in college and war-time radio 
courses. The fundamentals of radio engineering and 
all recent developments, including broadcast and 
point-to-point services are covered in a clear and easily 
tollowed Style. In its own particular field the work is 
probably the most complete yet available in English. 
Specifically designed for use by students who are non- 
eleétrical majors, ample illustrative and diagrammatic 
material is provided, together with summaries, review 
questions and set problems at the end of each chapter. 
Professor Albert is a well-known authority on radio 
engineering and has the rare ability to deal with difficult 
technical problems on a high standard while maintaining 
throughout 600 pages of involved detail a clear and 
fully explanatory treatment. The major topics dealt 
with are acoustics, radio-circuits, transmission lines and 
cables, vacuum tubes, reétifiers, amplifiers, oscillators, 
amplitude and frequency modulation and deteétion, 
radio transmitters and receivers and antennas. A full 
index rounds off a thoroughly competent and useful 
work, 
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Anprews (G. W. S.) and Mitzer (J.) Peni- 
cillin and other Antibiotics. llus. Todd 
Reference Library. 7s. 6d. net. 

\n authoritative treatise on penicillin, Sstrepto- 
mycin and tyrothricin, in addition to a detailed and 
up-to-date survey of the whole field of antibiotics. It 
also includes an appreciation of future problems to 
which research must be direéted. The foreword is by 
Sir Alexander Fleming. 


ARNALL (Ellis Gibbs) What the People Want. 


Lippincott. 21s. od. net. 

\n incisive report on the State of the American 
people by a former Governor of Georgia. There are 
many brilliant sketches of public figures including 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, Harry Truman, the La Follettes, 
Henry Wallace, “ Big Jim” Folson and Senator 
Wayne Morse. \lthough his touch is light, Mr 
\rnall is in deadly earnest and believes that all Americans 
want the same freedoms and expeét their government 
to make possible opportunities for the attainment of 
them. 

(William de) Brangwyn’s Pil- 
grimage. Illus., some tinted. Chapman and 


Hall. 35s. od. net. 

Inspired and thrilled by his topic, the author has 
written an absorbing study of the great artist—a Story 
of a journey which has no end, he calls it. The 
“ Pilgrimage ” is supplementary to his earlier work, 
* Brangwyn Talks,”’ and adds much new and interesting 
information to it, as well as much new illustration which 
will please everyone fortunate enough to obtain a copy 
of the book. Every library should include it in the art 
section. 

Berpyary (Nicolas) Towards a New Epoch. 
Bles. 6s. od. net. 

\ single theme runs through the twelve articles 
which make up this book, namely, the present world- 
crisis and the role which Russia plays in it. Berdyaev, 
who has been described by the Archbishop of Canter- 
bury as “one of the most important writers of the 
time,”’ died in Paris about two years ago. The present 
book gives some of his last thoughts on the great 
questions of current history from the point of view of a 
Christian prophet and philosopher. Some, perhaps 
many, may not agree with his views that “ there is no 
literature in the world more prophetic in charaéter 
than Russian literature,’’ that “ what is charaéteristic 
of the Russians is not only totalitarianism, . . . but also 
eschatology, which is an aspiration towards the last 
End,” or that “ a new attitude of mind, and new forms 
of Christian activity are going into the make-up of the 
period that lies betore us. This new Christian outlook 
has been prepared in Russia.” Indeed that last sentence, 
upon which the book ends, will certainly come as a 
shock to many. But it should not deter, it should 
encourage, people to read this work as an _ intro- 
duétion to the larger and deeper philosophical writings 
of a very great thinker who, while believing that 
Christians themselves are not on such a high moral 
and spiritual level that they can afford to condemn and 
Marxism, yet held fast to that greatest of 
“ Faith is the only weapon of Struggle we 


denounce 
truths that 


can use, and faith is supra-rational.” 

The book, which first appeared in French under 
the title “Au seuil de la nouvelle Epoque,” has been 
dmirably rendered into English by Oliver Fielding 
Clarke. 
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BerG (Roland H.) Polio and Its Problems, 
With a foreword by Basil O'Connor. Illus, 
Lippincott. 18s. od. net. 

“ Polio” is a shortened version of the word 
poliomyelitis, the scientific term for the disease known 
to the public as infantile paralysis. The present work 
embraces the Story of tireless research and perilous 
experiment as medical science combats this dread 
disease. The triumphs and disappointments of research 
scientiststs since the tirst probings into the cause, cure 
and prevention of infantile paralysis are recreated and 
the author bares the spectre of defeats which have incited 
more relentless scientific effort. In “ Polio and its 
Problems "’ will be found the answer to the questions 
about research into infantile paralysis and its advance 
to date. 

Cave (C. J. P.) Roof Bosses in’ Medieval 
Churches. An aspect of Gothic Sculpture. 
Illustrated with telephotographs. Cam- 
bridge University Press. 35s. od. net. 

This is a valuable contributioa to the study of 
that particular branch of medieval architeéture—the 
roof bosses in churches. For twenty years the author 
has been taking photographs of carved roof bosses in 
churches all over the country and out of more than 
7,000 photographs he has made a_ representative 
selection of 368 which are included in the book. By 
the help of modern photography, the reader may now 
see and examine these hidden sculptures as they left 
the hand of the carver centuries ago. Here are depicted 
biblical, religious, and secular scenes and figures, with 
beasts, birds, fishes, even inseéts, and innumerable 
heads, many of which must have been copied from life. 
There is a comprehensive appendix giving a list of 
churches containing roof bosses and also an appendix 
on the photographic methods employed. The index 
is full and completes an admirable work. 


CursiTErR (Stanley) Scottish Art to the Close 
of the Nineteenth Century. Illus. Harrap, 


17s. 6d. net. 

It was in 1579 that Peter Young conveyed the 
information to Beza that there were no portrait painters 
in Scotland. Mr. Cursiter indirectly mentions this 
letter though the printer has rendered the name as 
Bega. He does not, however, need to quote it, for 
his Scottish Art clearly demonstrates its truth from 
other evidence. We have had books on the history of 
Scottish Art before, some of them much longer works 
than the one under review, but as a clear guide and 
trustworthy mentor Mr. Cursiter’s book has no equal. 
But his book is more than that: it deserves the highest 
praise for the wise selectivity (which comes only with 
great erudition) as much as for the comprehension of 
what Scottish art, as a distinét culture, stands for in the 
general history of art. Too often, more especially on 
the Continent rather than in England and America, 
credence has been given to a long-standing theory that 
Scotland has produced no artists of any Stature in past 
centuries. That this was once true, Sir Peter Young 
was correct in Stating, but from the beginning of the 
17th century onwards Scotland has not ceased to pro- 
duce native artists of great merit. Mr. Cursiter’s book 
has the advantage of being the work of an art-historian 
who is himself an artist. He is also H.M. Painter and 
Limner in Scotland and was for 18 years Direétor of 
the National Gallery of Scotland. His outstandingly 
important book is enhanced by the inclusion of no fewer 
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than 50 fine plates, 16 of them in colour. This is a book 

which can be recommended without reservation. 

DrawINGcs BY EurRopEAN MASTERS OF THE 
1sTH TO 18TH CENTURIES FROM THE ALBER- 
rina. Introduction by W. Ueberwasser. 
Nineteen facsimilé plates and nine illus. 
Batsford. 20s. od. net. 


lo those who recently had the opportunity of 


seeing the selection of drawings from the Albertina 
exhibited at the Viétoria and Albert Museum, this book 
will come as the reminder of a great experience. Though 
someone who has visited the exhibition will probably 
miss some of his favourites ; there is neither Rubens’ 
portrait of Suzanne Fourment, nor Rembrandt’s pen 
and ink drawing of a young woman getting her hair 
combed or any of the Hyronimus Bosch drawings. 
Leaving personal fancies aside, we find here an interest- 
ing seleétion including the most important masters 
represented in the Albertina: Raffrello’s “* Madonna 
with Pomegranate,’’ Michelangelo’s “ Pieta,’’ Durer’s 
portrait of the Emperor Maximilian 1, Brueghel’s 
* Artist and Art Patron,” Rubens’ study of his son 
Nicholas for an Infant Christ, etc., etc. The repro- 
duétions on the whole are well done, though the 
drawings given in the text seem the better. The 


introduction comprises a short essay on the art of 


drawing and notes on the illustrations. 
Durron (Ralph) The English Interior, 1500 
to 1900. Illus., some in colour. Batsford. 


21s. od. net. 

lhe excellence in the produétion of this volume 
is on a par with the two earlier volumes of the triology 
by Ralph Dutton, ‘The English Garden and The English 
Country House. Mr. Dutton in the present volume, 
continues his réle of erudite and witty guide com- 
mencing about 1500 when the first waves of the 
Renaissance were beginning to reach England. He 
continues through the period of Inigo Jones and W ren 
to the great masters of the 18th Century such as 
Vanbrugh, Hawksmoor, Gibb and the rest. The 
final seétion on the 19th Century traces the decline in 
taste down to the time of the Great Exhibition and then 
follows its fitful peri through the influence of 
Morris, Webb, Voysey and others. There are seven 
plates in colour and nearly 200 other reproductions 
trom photographs and paintings. ‘These piéture four 
centuries’ development of the English interior. The 
index is very comprehensive. 

Garr (Stanley) Modern Housing Estates. 
Illus., folding plates. Batsford. 35s. od. 
net. 

The author, a civil engineer and surveyor by pro- 
fession, is an expert of many years’ Standing. His work 
is addressed mainly to housing committees and their 
officers, as well as to architeéts, surveyors and town 
planners. Students preparing for the professional 
examinations relating to town planning should also 
find it very useful. Both technical and legal matters 
affecting the planning and construction of housing 
estates the creation of neighbourhood units and the 
development of satellite towns on garden city principles 
are dealt with. The very numerous illustrations include 
drawings, plans, photographs and folding plates 
prepared by leading local authorities and architeéts. 


Hake (G. D. G.) and Burron (E. H.) Archi- 
tectural Drawing: a Practical Handbook 


for Students and Others. Illus. Batsford. 


12s. 6d. net. 

The authors are experienced teachers of archi- 
teéture and their main idea is to provide the young 
architeét with a text-book dealing with geometry and 
to give him an intelligent grasp of the basis of archi- 
teétural drawing. Although it is primarily intended as a 
text-book for Schools of Architeéture, it should help 
those Students who have to gain their architectural 
education without the benefit of these institutions. 
There are chapters on graphics, lettering, perspective, 
isometric and oblique projection, the Student’s outtit 
and sketching. The illustrations comprise over 100 
sketches and diagrams and 23 full-page plates, 
Hawkins (Alfred W.) Teaching for Trades. 

A Guide to the Training of Workers in 
Manual Trades. With a Foreword by 
E. Watson-Smyth. Illus. Pitman. 8s. 6d. 
net, 

\ work of the utmost importance to the actual 
instruétor and to those responsible for Statt training in 
all its forms. If the great expansion of vocational 
training in industrial, technical and Government 
eStablishments is to give the greatest return, the 
training of teachers for this work is of first importance. 
Hooper (John) and Hooper (Rodney) Modern 

Furniture and Fittings. With Specialised 
Sections, contributed by George H. Chantrell 
and H. O. Cheeseman. Illus., col. frontis., 
folding plates. Batsford. 42s. od. net. 

\ comprehensive guide to present-day furniture 
replete with information on design construétion, and 
suitability of Style for every kind of dwelling or public 
building, specifying at the same time the necessary 
articles of furniture for every apartment of the house. 
Librarians will read with particular interest Chapters XV 
and XVI which deal with Libraries and Library Fittings 
and Library and Study Furniture respeétively. More 
than 1,700 drawings, diagrams and folding plates are 
included and in the library seétion reproductions of 
the North Library of The British Museum, the Univer- 
sity Library at Cambridge, National Maritime Museum, 
Greenwich, Periodical Department of Golders Green 
Public Library and others are represented. These are, 
however, but a small proportion of the treasures con- 
tained in the volume. 

IDEAS AND BELIEFS OF THE VICTORIANS. An 
Historic Revaluation of the Victorian Age. 
$3 contributors. Sylvan Press. 21s. od. net. 

\ colleétion of talks given on the Third Programme 
of the B.B.C. with a Foreword by Harman Grisewood. 
Fifty-three distinguished speakers have contributed 
articles which cover every aspeét of Viétorian life. 
Faétories, inventions, philosophy, the emancipation of 
women are among the subjeéts discussed. The volume 
should certainly prove to be of enduring value as a 
contribution to the study of the Victorian Age. 

Menpy (Lionel) Company Finance for Every- 
man. Pen-in-Hand. 4s. od. net. 

\ guide to the reading of balance sheets for office 
workers, accountancy Students and all who wish to 
know something about the fundamentals of business. 
A revised edition of “‘ How to Read a Balance Sheet ” 
incorporating the provisions of the Companies Act, 
1948. 
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Ocpven (F.) Railway Wagon and Tank- iscent of some of the horrible tinted papers which had 
Construction and Repair. Illus. Pitman. to be used during and after the recent war ! 


18s. od. net. 

This manual for craftsmen and apprentices engaged 
in practical study for the industry is recommended to all 
conneéted with the railway wagon building and re- 
pairing trades. The descriptions are made clear with 
detailed illustrations. 
Osborn (Fairfield) Our 

Faber. tos. 6d. net. 
he author, who is President of the New York 

Zoological Society, gives a warning that unless the 

proper conservation of the natural and human re 

sources of every country ‘s regarded as a moral duty, 
then the earth's fertility cannot continue to sustain her 
rising population. The faéts presented have aroused 

extraordinary interest in America and show that a 

continued defiance of nature threatens even the 

survival of mankind. 

Puitiips (Winifred V.) Wanstead through the 
Ages. Colour illustrations by Arthur 
Parsons, black and white sketches by Arthur 
H. Barns. Vawser & Wiles. 21s. od. net. 

\s more and more of London disappears, the 
interest in the topography of its vanishing remnants 
increases. Wanstead, now a mere name at the outskirts 
of the East End, still had several large country houses 
and a hunt only fifty years ago. There were garden 
fetes, ftlower-shows  restriéted to Gentlemen's 
Gardeners only” and fairs. It is doubtful whether 
Wanstead affords many opportunities for such 
diversions to-day. 


Prcasso, Blue and Pink Periods. 
by Denys Sutton. Coloured illus. 
Drummond. 25s. od. net. 

Sixteen reproductions of Picasso’s work during the 
period of 1901-1905. The artist has ptogressed a long 
way from the time when his work would have been 
found controversial by the most orthodox. Fifty years 
avo his Striking versatility and ever-changing technique 
were as manifest as they are to-day. The illustrations 
are extremely well reproduced but Mr. Sutton’s Intro- 
duétion, excellent as it is, might perhaps have included 
more factual information. 


Powe .t(Anthony) John Aubrey and his friends. 
9 plates. Eyre & Spottiswoode. 18s. net. 

This is a book which ought to be in every library 
and, moreover, ought to be read by every librarian and 
not merely acquired for the use of a library's readers. 
\s a specimen of book production it is a joy to handle, 
and as an example of the way to compile and write a 
biography it demonstrates that the author has nothing 
to learn in that art. 
John Aubrey was privately printed over a century ago 
and is not available in many libraries. Aubrey, as bio- 
grapher and antiquary, has a place in the history of his 
period with Pepys and John Evelyn. As a man he had 
his human failings and weaknesses : to an understanding 
of these and of their influence on his work the present 
book now becomes an indispensable guide. In a later 
edition Mr. Powell might feel inclined to add a note 
about Aubrey’s manuscript life of Sir John Denham, 
which contains the interesting bibliographical informa- 
tion that “ in 1642-3 after Edghill fight his poems called 


Plundered Planet. 


Introduction 
Lindsay 


Cowper's Hill was printed at Oxford in a sort of browne 
paper, for then they could get noe better.” How remin- 


The only previous biography of 


RELIGION IN THE TWENTIETH CENTURY. 
(Vergilius Ferm.) Ed. New York, Philo- 
sophical Library. $5.00 

Twenty-eight well-known authorities have made 
possible this remarkable symposium. Gathered within 
its twenty-eight chapters the student of comparative 
religion will find a mine of information. There is a 
short bibliography and an excellent index. 
ReyNnoups (Clifton) A Simple Guide to Big 

Business. Bodley Head. tos. 6d. net. 

\ precise explanation of such misleading terms as 
private enterprise, free competition and _ individual 
initiative. The author’s own business experience has 
been rich and extensive and he provides the answers 
in this revealing book. Though the manipulations 
behind the workings of big business are often con- 
temptible yet they will entertain the reader if only 
because of the simplicity with which enormous sums of 
money are extraéted from a gullible public. He 
examines the banking superstructure, health, food, 
shelter, insurance and many other items and analyses 
them with devastating accuracy. At the end of each 
chapter a list of authorities consulted is given and 
altogether the author has presented a clear exposition 
of the whole question of Big Business that should 
interest the man in the Street very much. 

Tue Royat Soctery SCrentTIFIC INFORMATION 
CONFERENCE, 21st June—2znd July, 1948. 
Report and Papers submitted. Illus. Royal 
Society. 25s. od. net. 

\ colleétion of papers, records of recent advances 
and inventions made during 1948. The layman may 
tind this book difficult to understand as many pro- 
fessional terms are used. The Report is not intended 
to be a “ popular” introduétion to science, but is 
well worth long and intense study. Librarians especialh 
will find that the Report of the Conference deals with 
many aspeéts of librarianship. 

RUHEMANN (H.) Artist and Craftsman. Con- 
trast, Similarity, Influence, [Illus., some in 
colour. Parrish. 10s. 6d. net. 

\rt and craftsmanship are not worlds apart as this 
interesting volume goes far to prove. Illustration from 
periods as far apart as 200 B.C. to the twentieth centun 
are here represented, thus forming a valuable survey 
as to what has been achieved throughout the ages, 
although it is difficult to —.S = rinciple on which 
the seleétion has been made. > letterpress explains 
the illustration and Mr. has written 
valuable introduction. Besides being the author of 
the work, Mr. Ruhemann also edits the “ Approach to 
\rt Series ’ of which this forms a part. 

SaLazark (Adolfo) Music in Our Time. 
Trends in Music since the Romantic En. 
Bodley Head. 15s. od. net. 

A history of the works of modern composers. 
The various schools are described and hardly any 
composer of importance during the last 60 years has 
been omitted. There is a useful bibliography and 4 
good index. 

Srrasser (Alex) Amateur Movies and how to 
make them. Illus. How to do it series, 
No. 14. Studio. 15s. od. net. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


hich had 


ANTURY, 


Philo- 


ve made 
d within 
iparative 
rere is a 


Big 
<. 
terms as 
dividual 
“nce has 
answers 
ulations 


of each 
yen and 
position 

should 


1ATION 


, 1948. 
Royal 


dvances 
an may 
hy pro- 
ntended 
, but is 
pecially 
als with 


Con- 
me in 


r as this 
from 
century 
survey 
ages, 
which 
~xplains 
itten a 
thor of 
oach to 


Time. 
c Era. 


posers. 
ly any 
ars has 

and 4 


ow to 
series, 


THE LIBRARY WORLD 


\ guide to making films, containing many illustra- 
tions and tables. The amateur will find much useful 
advice on settings to be avoided and on the mistakes 
a newcomer is likely to make. The more popular 
techniques are described, and the illustrations are a 
good indication of the effeéts it is possible to obtain 
with moderate means. 


TAYLOR 
Happiness. Bodley Head . 10s. 6d. net. 

The author asks: Why is it that our civilisation 
with its tremendous opportunities is an unhappy one ? 
He proceeds to answer, pointing out that only those who 
understand the nature of happiness are in a position 
to appraise the success of a society or the desirability 
of a regime. Mr. Taylor not only analyses current ills, 
but attempts to deduce principles on which to base 
practical measures. A highly stimulating volume. 
Tierze (Hans) Genuine and False. Copies, 

Imitations, Forgeries. Illus., some in colour. 
Parrish. tos. 6d. net. 

It is difficult to believe that every successful artist 
is officially imitated and unofficially counterfeited, yet 
this faét is specifically stated by the author in his note 
below the reproduétion of Picasso’s Absinthe Drinker. 
\rt forgery is perpetrated with the intent to deceive 
) all probability a prospective buyer—but there are 
other reasons for this kind of work and the volume 
under notice gives some of them. Taking into con- 
sideration the excellence of the illustrations contained 
in it, here is a valuable addition to the “ Approach to 
Art Series,” edited by H. Ruhemann. 

A Treasury OF Russian Lirerature, being a 
Comprehensive Selection of Many of the 
Best Things by Numerous Authors in 
practically every Field of the Rich Literature 
of Russia from its beginnings to the Present, 
with Much Material now first made available 
in English. Selected and edited, with a 


Foreword and Biographical and Critical 


Notes, by Bernard Guilbert Guerney. 
Bodley Head. _ 15s. od. net. 
\ comprehensive anthology which contains 


several complete novels amongst innumerable other 

works. Many of the Storics have been newly trans- 

lated. The Editor is well qualified to introduce the 

works of these famous authors. 

Wicur (Frederick S.) Milestones of American 
Painting in our Century. With an intro- 
duction by Lloyd Goodrich. Illus., some 


in colour. Parrish. 21s. od. net. 

\ rich and representative introduétion to con- 
temporary American painting. During the past fifty 
years the United States has fostered a brilliant group 
of painters and the author, who is a member of the 
Staff of BoSston’s Institute of Contemporary Art, gives 
a biographical and critical sketch of each. There are 
twelve reproductions in full colour and thirty-eight in 
black-and-white. The work is not only a gallery 
of what is best in modern American painting but also 
a vivid cross-seétion of contemporary life as seen by the 
artists. 


FICTION 
Foster (Adelaide) And the Waters were 
Divided. Ward, Lock. 


A love Story with a difference. 


8s. 6d. net. 
The heroine is 


(Gordon Rattray) Conditions of 
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torn between two schools of thought, atheistic on one 
hand like her father, religious like her grandfather. 
Through a hard early youth, spent in a butcher’s shop 
and other unsavoury places, she comes to a supposedly 
sheltered life, only to find it a delusion and a snare. 
At long last, however, she reaches calmer waters. 

eg (Susan) As often as not. Jenkins. 

. 6d. net. 

“: ife in Little Pethwick was full of gaicty and 
excitement, most of the time when her adorers pursued 
Felicia. Well she knew how to turn them one and all 
round her little finger, but with all her feminine wiles 
and her rather irritating habit of expressing rules as to 
what a “ girl shotild or should not do,” she is a charming 
heroine who will delight the heart of all readers. 
Hosrer (Grace) Good-Bye, dear Elizabeth. 

Hammond. 8s. 6d. net. 

Dorian Keats’s bridge party was not a success since 
the atmosphere was tense with antagonism which 
centred round a self-invited guest of honour, Killian 
Morley, the superintendent of several colleges where the 
rest of the guests are employed. Bored with the bridge 
yvame Morley suggests a Stroll in the garden. But death 
Stalked in the shadows and overtook the guest of honour 
as he stooped to admire the moon-flowers. ‘The question 
is, was his death a coincidence or murder ? \ thrilling 
yarn in an American setting. 

MACKINLAY (Leila) Echo of Applause. 


Lock. 8s. 6d. net. 

Claire Fayne, the aétress, disappeared from public 
life at the peak of her fame. Why? Many years later, 
in faét, the present day, a young journalist seeks the 
answer to that riddle and unearths one of the Strangest 
Stories of Stage life. The story of Claire Fayne’s 
pathetic past is reconstruéted for the reader with the 
theatre as it was in the 80's, fora background. A really 
good Story that will be enjoyed by lovers of the theatre. 

JUVENILE 
BricGs (Philip) Coast Waters. 
Lutterworth. 5s. od. net. 

Here is an excellent boys’ adventure story that is 
set among the boats in an east coast holiday resort. 
In order to earn the purchase price of the yacht, 
Whippet, the four, chums, Simon, Nick, George and 
Bud, help to run a motor-boat for holidaymakers. 
In the process their suspicions are aroused when their 
first fare is discovered to be secretly photographing 
Sir James Faverley’s yacht, Fabulous, which is being 
altered in design for an important race. Then follows 
plenty of exciting escapades which every boy who loves 
the sea will enjoy. 


Tayitor (Gladys) Bible Stories for Children 


Ward, 


Col. frontis. 


from the Old Testament. Col. illus. by 
Paul Dessau. Warne. 7s. 6d. net. 
Many well-known Bible Stories rewritten in 


modern language. A very charming gift-book for 
youngsters which should find a place in every depart- 
ment where juveniles congregate. 
NEW EDITIONS 
BayNnton-Power (H.) How to Compose 
Music. A Simple Guide for the Amateur 
to the Composition of Melodies and to their 
Effective Harmonization. Second Edition. 
Pitman. os. 6d. net. 
It is a good sign that increasing numbers of people 
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wish to practice some art. Music, apart trom archi- 
teéture, is the most dithcult art to the amateur, but the 
present volume should prove of the greatest interest 
to the embryo music-lover. If he has a melody in his 
mind this will teach him how to play it on the piano 
and to commit the idea to the five lines and four spaces 
called the “* Stave.” 

Simpson (H. A.) Industrial Accountancy. 


Pitman. Second edition. 25s. od. net. 
Increasing numbers of people are taking up 

accountancy. The latest edition of this book should be 
of great assistance to all who are in business. The first 
edition appeared in 1934 and since then there have been 
so many alterations and government regulations that it 
has become necessary to adjust all accounting organiza 
tions to the existing conditions. 
PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED 
ACCOUNTANTS JOURNAL, March, 1949. 
LIBR \RY \SSOCLIA TION BULLETIN 

BRITISH BOOKS TO COME, 
THE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
March, 1949. NEW ZEALAND 

November and December, 1948. 
PO-DAY, March-May, 1949. 


BENG \l 
Vol. VIL, 
March, 1949. 
RECORD, 
LIBRARIES, 
PEACHERS Ol 
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Correspondence 


Tue Eprror, 
“The Linrkary Worn.” 
oth March, 1949. 
Sir,-About a year ago | proposed to move 
at the coming Conterence of the Library 
\ssociation the following resolution :— 
That the members of the Library Associa- 
tion at this Conference or Annual Meeting 
of the Association resolve that the Council 
of the Library Association makes every 
endeavour by taking all the necessary steps 
to ensure that any library supported by local 


rates or national taxes or public money of 


any other kind shall be at liberty to buy 

books from any bookseller any time at 

a discount off the published price of 10 per 

cent, or such other percentage as may be 

agreed from time to time by the competent 
authorities without any condition of regis- 
tration or licence. 

\ considerable number of library authorities 
promised to support it. But at last year’s 
Conference of the Library Association, after | 
had suggested the above resolution, it was 
Stated that the nationalization of libraries, 
whether under that name or another name, 
would be accomplished within five years. 

\ few years back, at a properly convened 
meeting of the Library Association at Chaucer 
House in London, the members passed a 
resolution forbidding the Council of the 
\ssociation to pursue their negotiations for 
the nationalization of libraries until the matter 
had been fully considered at a conference 
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meeting or such other meeting as would have 
been fully representative of the whole of the 
\ssociation. 

It now appears likely that nationalization of 
libraries as a fait accompli will be produced out of 
the conjurer’s hat in much less than five years. 
Under the circumstances it now appears that 
it would be better to wait until this oppor- 
tunity of dealing with the matter as a whole 
arises. The enormous power given to, or 
taken by the library book suppliers is all part 
and parcel of the scheme for nationalization 
which Started as long ago as 1910, was defeated 
in the early 20’s, but has since been brought 
up from time to time. It is part of the scheme 
for the control of books which is being quietly 
but effectively organized by secttons of the 
publishers of the country, and of the distri- 
butors, the booksellers. These ostensibly are 
in the interests of their particular business 
circles, but as a whole they lend themselves 
remarkably well to the imposition of a 
complete system of control of thought and its 
expression, 

If a resolution dealing with nationalization 
under one or other of its many names should be 
suddenly introduced into the Conference 
\yvenda, it may be possible to bring in my own 
resolution as an amendment; but | hope I 
shall be able to deal with it as a substantive 
motion when the time appears ripe. 

Yours faithfully, 
Avex. J. 


Lk rdvews “ 
116 Windmill Street, 
Gravesend, Kent. 


THe Eprror, 
Tue Worup.” March, 1949. 

Sir,—After reading James Stewart's notes 
on the language of librarianship, | am impelled 
to deplore my old friend’s suggestions towards 
simplification of life for the masses. This will 
never do. It is out of touch with modern 
tendencies, as exemplified by put-throughs, 
intakes, global surveys, and the like. 

If he had his way, library users, not to 
mention Committee members, might be able 
to see the wood for the trees, and then where 
would the poor librarian be ? 

Back a hundred years, to where he was 4 
bookman and not a skilled clerk. Is this 
progress 7 Yours, etc., 

C. MAXWELL JACKSON, 
Borough Librarian. 
Public Libraries Department, 
Haggerston Library, 
236 Kingsland Road, E.2. 
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